
 

Science Menu Week of May 4th – 8th 

The Standard:  4.10C Explore, illustrate, and compare life cycles in living organisms such as beetles, crickets, 
radishes, or lima beans. 

Choose 1 option from the menu below. 
• All activities with the      symbol will be completed and submitted through 

Accelerated Learning (STEMscopes) and do not need to be uploaded in Seesaw.  

https://ssoelem.pearlandisd.org/my.policy 

• Activities with the      symbol can be done without technology but must be 

submitted to the teacher through Seesaw, email or text. 
 

Option 1: 
Watch a few videos linked below 
to review food webs. Complete 
the Seesaw activity Food Web 

Review. 

Option 2: 
Reading Science: Thanks to the 
Sun. Read about producers and 

consumers. Then answer the 
questions below. After answering 
the questions, there is an activity 

to create your own food web. This 
passage is attached below and 
assigned in Seesaw. You may 

complete it either way.  

Option 3: 
Log into STEMscops and watch the 
Safari With Suraj — Gone Fishing 
video, then answer the questions 

that go with the video. To get 
credit, submit your answers 

through STEMscopes. Upload to 
your student journal in Seesaw 

saying you completed 
STEMscopes activity. 

Additional Videos: 
Study Jams Food Webs: http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/ecosystems/food-

webs.htm  

Brain Pop Food Web: https://www.brainpop.com/games/foodchaingame/ 

Flocabulary: https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/food-chains/ 

Bill Nye: https://youtu.be/-YwW-iWxLr4  
 
BrainPop Jr. login information: (Login- maglab1) (Password- lab1) 

https://ssoelem.pearlandisd.org/my.policy
https://app.acceleratelearning.com/scopes/14825/elements/665416#scope-top
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/ecosystems/food-webs.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/ecosystems/food-webs.htm
https://www.brainpop.com/games/foodchaingame/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/food-chains/
https://youtu.be/-YwW-iWxLr4


                                                  Thanks to the Sun 

1 Josh, hot and weary, trudged along the dusty road that led toward his house. He 

had been scouting hawks all afternoon, and now he was truly exhausted. To the right of 

the road was an endless field of corn, and sitting against the fence was Mr. Johnson, a 

local farmer. Mr. Johnson was in the shade of a sycamore tree, which looked rather 

refreshing. When the farmer waved to him, Josh happily trotted over and sat down, 

grateful for the chance to cool off. 

2 “How do you stay out here all day in this blazing heat? I hate the Sun,” Josh 

whined as he plopped down on the comfortable patch of grass next to Mr. Johnson.  

3 “Well, then, let me acquaint you with the Sun,” said Mr. Johnson. “What did you 

have for lunch today?”  

4 “A hamburger and some fries—my favorite,” said Josh, rubbing his stomach 

contentedly.  

5 “Well, without the Sun, you certainly could not have enjoyed your hamburger or 

fries.” 

 6 “What do you mean?” Josh asked with a quizzical expression.  

7 Pointing toward the horizon, Mr. Johnson said, “See that field of corn plants over 

there? They need the Sun to grow so that they can produce ears of corn.”  

8 “Yes, but how does that relate to hamburgers?”  

9 “Which animals around here consume corn?” 

10 “Cows,” answered Josh.  

11 “Absolutely correct! And where do hamburgers come from?”  

12 “Cows.”  

13 “Good. And where does a hamburger bun come from?”  

14 While looking the farmer in the eye, Josh began to smile. “Wheat! And I know … 

wheat needs the Sun to grow and to make the wheat grains that are ground into flour. So 

yes, corn, wheat, and cows need the Sun. And I guess I do too, because I like hamburgers. 

But what about those delicious fries I devoured? Wait—I know. They come from those 

miraculous potato plants. They also need the Sun, right?”  

15 “You have got it! We refer to all of those plants as producers because they 

produce, or make, their own food. They do not need to shop for food in grocery stores or 

grow food like we do.”  



16 “I mean, it is pretty amazing when you consider it,” the farmer continued. “By 

using the Sun’s energy, plants produce food through the process of photosynthesis. They 

transform the Sun’s energy into food that they use to grow. We, on the other hand, are 

consumers. Consumers are living things that cannot make their own food. We have to get 

it from other sources, such as carrots, potatoes, onions, and eggplants. They are all 

producers that we can consume in order to obtain the Sun’s energy; that energy allows us 

to walk, run, breathe, and even learn. The food items that are not picked might be plowed 

under, and decomposers will return the nutrients to the soil. We call the transfer of energy 

from the Sun to producers to consumers and finally to decomposers a food chain.”  

17 As Josh nodded in agreement, Mr. Johnson stretched out his arms and smiled at 

the cornfield. “Well, you should probably meander on home now so I can get back to my 

labors.”  

18 Josh stood up, thanked Mr. Johnson, and then sauntered down the road. 

19 While humming a blissful song to himself, Josh looked up to the sky, squinted his 

eyes, and said a silent “thanks” to the Sun shining overhead. He did not feel so overheated 

now. In fact, he felt almost perfect. Still, Josh knew that he had to arrive home soon, so he 

accelerated his pace, kicking up dust as he went. Breathlessly, he opened the door, and he 

saw that he was just in time for a dinner of baked chicken, rolls, green beans, carrots, and 

milk—all things that began with the energy of the Sun.  

20 “Hey, Mom! We are eating some producers, and I am going to consume all of 

them!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Which is the best summary of the story?  

A. A boy has a conversation with a farmer on a hot summer day. 
      B. A farmer takes a break and talks to a boy.  
      C. A boy learns about hamburgers.  
      D. A boy discovers the importance of the Sun. 
 
2. Circle the diagram below that shows an example of a food chain as described in 

the passage? (Paragraph 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Which of these would be an example of a producer?  

A. A chicken  

B. A person  

C. A carrot plant  

D. A hamburger  

4. Finish this analogy: Corn is to cow as French fry is to–  

     A potato.  
     B Josh.  
     C tractor.  
     D cow.  
 
5. What will Josh probably think the next time it is a very hot day?  

    A. The Sun is hot, but it is important to us.  
    B. I hate the Sun!  
    C. I wish it would rain.  
    D. I wish I had a glass of water. 

 



Go on a walk in your neighborhood. Identify 5 different animals and 

create a food web below. 

 


